MSPRA Board Meeting

September 5, 2007

MELG Building, Lansing

Present:  Gerri Allen, Diane Bauman, APR, Tommy Cameron, Dick Egli, APR, Danelle Gittus, APR, Bob Harris, Pat Heinzman, Allison Kaufman,  Debbie McKillop, Janet Roberts, APR, Tom Vance, Linda Wacyk

Janet called the meeting to order at 11:40 a.m.

Board Retreat Minutes

Pat moved to accept the minutes as presented, Gerri seconded.  Motion passed.

Special Reports

Michigan Department of Education – Martin Ackley

-Sally Vaughn has started at the MDE as the Chief Academic Officer.

-Graduation rates – It is important this spring’s graduation numbers are accurate for the new system.  The new system will provide a much more accurate number.

-Graduation Requirements – Final pieces to be approved at the State Board by October 1.

-Career and Tech Ed is now part of the MDE.

-October 8 -26 – MEAP Testing scheduled

-NCLB Reauthorization is in Congress.  There could be some significant changes to that law in the next year.

Michigan Association of School Boards – Jennifer Rogers

Jennifer was not in attendance so she provided a written report.

Michigan School Business Officials – Lisa Bond Brewer

-Lisa passed out a news release that MSBO has sent out.  

-MSBO is producing fliers on a variety of topics such as School Finance 101.  They are taking complex topics and simplifying them.  These primers will be available on their web site. 

-MSBO is working with MEIM on some educational videos.  The first will be on high school graduation requirements.

President’s Report

-Finalize calendar

Janet will finalize and send to everyone.

-Replacement of At-Large Member

Mary Pat Benoit has taken a new position with Livonia Public Schools and has regretfully resigned from the Board.  We are looking for someone in the Northern region or the North East edge.  We will consult with Dianne Litzenburger for any suggestions of communications personnel in her area.

-Co-Chair of Membership/Marketing

Because Membership/Marketing has grown, Janet presented the idea to add a co-chair for this committee.  Danelle will check with committee members to see if anyone is interested.  It was decided for Danelle to move forward to get a co-chair.

-Anniversary Committee (November 2008)

Janet suggested that a committee be convened to begin to plan for the 30th anniversary of MSPRA.

-Discussion of regions/regional representatives

Janet deferred this discussion to a future meeting when more members will be in attendance.

Treasurer’s Report – Tommy Cameron

Monthly financial report

-Tommy reported there is nothing new to report since the Retreat.

-MSPRA has the opportunity to purchase new accounting software called MYOB (Mind Your Own Business).  It is only $165 to share the cost for this purchase.  He would like to have our past data entered into the system which would be an additional cost.  Diane moved that we purchase MYOB; Dick seconded.  Motion passed.

Committee Reports

Professional Growth – Allison Kaufman (Conference) and Dick Egli, APR (Accreditation)

-Allison presented that plans for the pre-conference have fallen through.  The Board talked about possible presenters for this session.  Allison will contact Margaret Trimer-Hartley and Marty Ackley to talk about the changes in graduation rates.

-Conference E-mail reminders will begin going out to member this week.

-Allison handed out the conference registration form.

-Conference flier will be printed next week. 

-A mailing will be sent to superintendents and MSPRA members.\\

Accreditation – Dick Egli

-PRSA is putting together an accreditation booklet.  Dick feels this will be a real asset for those going for their accreditation.

-Dick is serving on the NSPRA Accreditation committee.  They have contacted those who took the course that was offered prior to the national conference to find out their needs/reactions.

-What do we do as MSPRA to recognize those who get accredited?  We need to look at how we can elevate this to a higher status.

Membership and Marketing – Danelle Gittus, APR

-Items for MEMO are due to her for next week.

-Membership forms have been mailed out to members.

Awards and Recognition – Hildy Corbett

Hildy was not in attendance.

Outreach – Bob Harris

-Bob did not have a report at this time but asked for reaction from the report that he presented at the retreat.  He would like feedback on the topics for the Drive In workshops.  One idea was “How to present information for the new media.”  Many other ideas were shared.  Janet asked for his committee to look at what “new” regions would look like?

Blue Ribbon – Gerri Allen

-Gerri passed out the Blue Ribbon notebook from last year.

-Gerri noted that we may have items to submit for the single project award as well.

Issues Management – Gerri Allen

-Gerri shared with the group an example of something that could be posted on EduSource.

-Next meeting she will have a sign up sheet for the board to monitor issues being presented on the list serv to provide information on EduSource.

-MiPHY – Gerri gave an update on the work being done on MiPHY.  The committee has been working hard to develop all of the materials needed by the beginning of next week.  In November, it will be opened to all districts to use.

MSPRA Liaison Report – Linda Wacyk

Continuing Business

-MSPRA Guide to Running for Office 

Janet thanked everyone who worked on the new guide,

-MSPRA bylaws revisions – Gerri Allen

Gerrit shared a DRAFT of the bylaw changes that will be presented at the November annual meeting.  Bob moved to accept the revisions to the bylaws; Danelle seconded.  Motion passed.

New Business

-Bob Harris said there was confusion at the Educational Alliance regarding the Michigan Merit Exam and money to be received by students.

Adjourn:

-The meeting adjourned at 2 p.m.

Next meeting is October 3, 2007

