MSPRA Board Meeting Minutes
June 4, 2008
11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
MASB, Lansing, Michigan
Present:  Diane Bauman, APR, Gerri Allen, Michelle Ready, Kristin Tank, Jennifer Rogers, Frank Ruggirello, Jr., Danelle Gittus, APR, Dick Egli, APR, Debbie McKillop, Tom Vance, and Nancy Hawkins (MSBO)
Diane Bauman called the meeting to order at 11:56 a.m. 

Diane introduced Nancy Hawkins who is the new Assistant Executive Director of Public Relations.   Nancy indicated she would be willing to attend future MSPRA Board meetings to share reports from MSBO, and is willing to be involved in other ways as well.  

May 15, 2008, Meeting Minutes 
Danelle Gittus moved to accept the minutes.  Diane Bauman seconded.  Motion passed.

Special Reports

Martin Ackley, Michigan Department of Education 
· The State Superintendent is working hard on countering some recent negative press regarding the new High School Graduation Requirements.  In some recent hearings there have been requests to “water down” the requirements and testimony from some school staff that schools cannot implement the new system.  The law was written with a lot of flexibility requiring credits and not courses.  There are great examples around the state of how students are meeting the requirements through CTE courses.  .  The public is seeing and hearing that schools are a little reluctant to change and this is generating incorrect information about the new requirements.  College ready is work ready and employers want students to have this basic knowledge.  They do not want an off ramp or other diploma.  

· The Governor’s Office would like to see more support from the education community for the small schools’ initiative.  It is meant to address the drop out issue by providing 21st century funds to create smaller high schools.  The idea is to re-imagine how the education system could be in Michigan.  The initiative, like the work on teacher preparation, is not the entire answer, but a start.  Martin will provide talking points for the board to share with MSPRA members through the next electronic newsletter.  
· Michigan Merit Exam results are going out to schools.  This is the earliest they have ever been released.  MDE issued a press release that includes information about how to interpret a parent report that will accompany the results.  Board members suggested that a PowerPoint or directions on how to read report be provided to schools for website postings, newsletters, counselors, etc.  
· Legislators are pushing for a bill to take some special education rule making rights away from the state board of education and give them back to the state superintendent.  (Governor Engler initially gave the rule making approval to state board.)  Some rules involve the extended school year for special education students.
· The new Teacher of the Year is from Hudsonville, Michigan.  

Jennifer Rogers, Michigan Association of School Boards
· MASB and MSBO recently offered a paperless conference and participants seemed accepting of it.  Very few complaints were noted.   
President’s Report – Janet Roberts, APR (Not Present) 
President Elect’s Report – Diane Bauman, APR
· Diane and others are planning for the upcoming conference anniversary celebration.
· Diane presented copies of the contract between MASA and MSPRA.  Tom Vance moved that MSPRA accept the contract as written.  Dick Egli supported the continuation of the contract.  Motion approved.   
· The final 30th anniversary logo was distributed.
Treasurer’s Report – Tommy Cameron (Not Present)
Membership & Marketing - Danelle Gittus, APR and Jennifer Rogers 

· The committee created a map of Michigan and indicated the places where MSPRA members are.  There appear to be some major “holes” in the membership population.  There are many ISDs and schools that do not have any members.  
· The committee will target the superintendent administrative assistants for membership marketing efforts.  

· The committee wants to raise the awareness of MSPRA.  Danelle proposed that MSRPA  advertise in the Michigan Education Directory with a half page ad.  The deadline is August 1, 2008 and the cost is $1,050.  Diane moved that the ad be purchased.  Michelle seconded the motion.  Motion passed. 

· The committee also determined that 12 NSPRA members are not MSPRA members and they too will be targeted for membership.

· The Membership & Marketing budget will be firmed up and communicated at the retreat.  

· Two other ideas the committee would like to move ahead on are two-sided laminated tip sheet on different topics, given to members and potential members, AND a three-month calendar distributed to all members and potential members which would highlight conference dates.

· Linda’s report showed that under financial outreach committee that MASA would be sending a letter to educational organizations.  Jennifer is creating a database and will not require these labels now.
· The MASA Conference will be held on September 23 and 24, 2008, at the Grand Traverse Resort.  The committee will have new materials, brochures, etc. to roll out at the conference.  They will present more information on this at the retreat.  

· The committee is looking for a co-chair to serve on the Membership & Marketing committee.  Nancy Hawkins volunteered to serve in this position.     
Committee Reports

Professional Growth - (Conference) Kristin Tank reported for Allison Kaufman

Allison and Michelle and Kristin met and the agenda and conference info will be posted by next Friday.  Michelle is creating a postcard that will be mailed to MSPRA members, but not to superintendents as was the case last time.  Linda asked for a list of speakers and their contact information in order to determine what AV equipment was needed.  Kristin said she would have that information by July 1, 2008.  
Accreditation - Dick Egli, APR

The accreditation process takes place in two parts:  the readiness review and written exam.  The first part can be done in Michigan and can be done at the NSPRA conference.  There will be 9 different readiness review panels at NSPRA, from Missouri, NY, Colorado and others.  However, there is nobody to be reviewed.  If you are prepared to go to a readiness review panel, we can create one here in Michigan.  Dick asked if there should be an incentive for folks to take the exam.  Perhaps MSPRA could cover the cost of taking the exam or match the cost for someone who would take the test.  PRSA used to return some dollars if you are successful.  Dick will talk to Tommy about whether or not we have funds. 
Awards & Recognition – Hildy Corbett  (Not Present)
Hildy will not be at the retreat.  Debbie McKillop will be there and will be managing the awards judging.  The application form is now on the website.  The brochure went to print last week.  The NSPRA communications contest seemed to fly under the radar this year.  It would be helpful to send MSPRA members e-mail reminders on both contests.  
Outreach
Frank spent some time talking with Bob about the Outreach Committee.  Frank would like to see a restructuring of the committee based on Bob’s input.  He would like to come up with four ideas for the drive-in trainings to see what the members would like to see.  Perhaps offer trainings in Oakland, Wayne and Grand Rapids.  The member survey could help identify topics that appeal to members.  Perhaps crisis management would be one topic.  A’Lynne and Gerri will assist Frank.  

Blue Ribbon - Gerri Allen
Gerri is “detoxing.”  Gerri submitted info to the MEMO regarding our Blue Ribbon award.  NSPRA is having a meeting in DC with Chapter Presidents to determine what to replace this award with.  The board thought diversity or multigenerational issues would be important to focus.  A’Lynne is a certified diversity trainer and will teach a break-out at the MSPRA Conference.  Gerri asked for input on how support of State Department of Education; State and/or Federal initiatives; being engaged with other state organizations;  Environmental scanning etc.  Just as we evolve as public relations professionals we need to go beyond ourselves and work with a non-profit group to assist them.  Perhaps NSPRA should offer chapter accreditation.  Perhaps offer a tiered system.  We need to promote the fact that we are a “blue ribbon” chapter.  Have we ever sent a press release regarding the blue ribbon or conference?  Do we have historic stuff to contribute to the Chapter for the anniversary celebration?     


Issues Management - Gerri Allen .  
· Legal analyst Andrew Kohen of Sunday Morning slammed PR folks; PRSA responded with a letter

· Hot issues – NSPRA – sweep of schools – truancy – private investigators hired by districts to verify residency.  Parents come to bus stops and drop kids off.  Clothing banks are busy.  Homeless issue is a continued problem.  

· America’s best high schools; Superintendents protested that they were ranked and others protested they were not included.  

· Green – How are schools being constructed

· Just opened a new car dealership in their area.  Restaurant, boutique, all included in the green construction.  

Technology Committee – Michelle Ready and Dick Egli, APR
· Instructions for g-mail chat were sent out.  Follow the instructions and e-mail your google address to Michelle.  She will add you to the chat room.  The only way we can chat is if you are on your g-mail chat.  Michelle took out the instructions about google groups as the discussion threads will now be posted on the new website.  
· The committee would like to offer a technology survey to members.  The survey will include questions that will benefit the outreach committee as well.

· We will be sending a draft of the new look of the website to the board.  It will follow the MSPRA color scheme.  Looking at template options. 
· MSPRA will unveil the website at the annual conference and allow members to demo it.  Perhaps offer a lunch presentation and laptops in the hall during the conference.
· The new technology will allow regional sites to host webinars and drive-ins.

MSPRA Liaison Report - Linda Wacyk

· Linda was not present and provided a written report.  
· The Board tabled her written request for funding for IC4 group to the August Retreat meeting.   

· The September 2008 trifold calendar will promote the conference and common statewide calendar. 

· July 7 is the luncheon date at the NSPRA conference. 
· For the website – what should be added to the website?  Link to the common statewide calendar.  Edusource.  Refer back to the handout and respond to Michelle Ready with your added ideas.      
Continuing Business
· None.
New Business

· None.  
Diane adjourned the meeting at 2:02 p.m.  

Next Meeting:  
All-day retreat on August 20, 2008, at the English Inn in Eaton Rapids
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