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Executive Board Minutes
November 4, 2009, 5:30 p.m.
Amway Grand Hotel, Grand Rapids, Michigan

Present:  Gerri Allen, Alison Arnold, Anita Banach, Diane Bauman, APR, 
Danelle Gittus, APR, Allison Kaufman, Sue Mills, Michelle Ready, Janet Roberts, APR, A’Lynne Robinson, Frank Ruggirello, Jr., Kristin Tank, Tom Vance, and Linda Wacyk
Guests:  Raeann Fiebing (TCAPS) and Chris Whitman (Orchard View, Muskegon)
Absent:   Martin Ackley, Tommy Cameron, Dick Egli, APR, Nancy Hawkins, Doug Pratt, Jennifer Rogers, APR, and Steve Wasko, APR 
***Please note that Alison Arnold has a new e-mail address:    arnoldal@tcaps.net
Danelle Gittus, APR, called the meeting to order at 5:47 p.m.
Approval of Minutes 
Tom Vance approved the minutes of the October 7, 2009, meeting.  Alison Arnold seconded.
Motion approved.
President’s Report, Danelle Gittus, APR
Welcome to new Board Member, Sue Mills from the Monroe Area ISD.
President Elect, Michelle Ready
· Recorded Inside Michigan Education Podcast to Promote the Conference
· Will be responsible for MSPRA archive/history
Treasurer’s Report, Tommy Cameron, No Report, Not Present
Committee Reports

Professional Growth – (Conference) Anita Banach, Tom Vance & Chris Whitman
· The conference agenda was distributed

· Anita will distribute a list to indicate what board members are serving as liaisons with which breakout sessions

· The committee needs help stuffing conference materials (sponsor info, participant list, agenda) after dinner 

· The committee purchased flash drives for participants.  The membership directory and some handouts including Washtenaw’s PowerPoint has been placed on the drives

Membership & Marketing, Jennifer Rogers, APR (Not Present)  & Nancy Hawkins (Not Present) Report Presented by  Linda Wacyk
· Jennifer Rogers is leading the SOS initiative and is extremely busy preparing for the rally.  See:  http://www.sosmichigan.org/ 
· MSPRA has 216 members currently.
· A proof of the calendar will be available at the registration table.  Jennifer would like feedback on the tips and highlighted dates. 
Awards & Recognition, Alison Arnold
· There were 83 entries total, 30 achieved amendable distinguished, winners will stand
· Partners from Illinois PR Association serve as judges; would recommend doing it again.

· Alison will take on leadership for the Communications Contest again this year

Outreach, Frank Ruggirello, Jr. 
· No report, Frank will speak about the drive-in conference next month.

Issues Management, Gerri Allen 
· “Facing Michigan’s School Funding Crisis” PowerPoint is complete and loaded onto the flash drives for MSPRA members.  To play the PowerPoint with audio go to http://www.wash.k12.mi.us/movies/misfc3/ 

Technology Committee, Michelle Ready

· The committee has been discussing doing more with the website

· Michelle was introduced to Jeremy Harder, MASA’s new webmaster.  
(He is a graduate student at MSU and has only been on the job for 5 days.)

· Jeremy has updated the MSPRA board list and will help out with template issues

· Michelle tweeted about the conference.  
· To add things to the MSPRA website submit items to Linda and Jeremy.  
· It would be nice to post the Gold Medallion Award overview

· Jeremy can assist with posting stuff to Edusource as well   

MSPRA Liaison Report, Linda Wacyk
· SOS Update – SOS is being funded by MASA, MSBO, and MASB.

· Tom White is overseeing the work; association staff are doing the work; other organizations are stepping up; the short-term message is “restore the cuts,” while the long-term message is let’s solve the problem of a broken structural funding system.  

· A rally will take place on November 10, 2009, in Lansing to engage legislators.  The goal is for school leaders and parents to meet directly with their legislators.  Linda distributed talking points.  More will be coming. 
· Frank has created an FAQ on the budget and will share with MSPRA members

New Business:  None.
A’Lynne Robinson moved that the meeting be adjourned at 6:40, Tom Vance seconded.  Meeting adjourned. 
Next Meeting:  
Wednesday, December 2, 2009, 11:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. at MASA
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Submitted by Kristin Tank, MSPRA Secretary

