Executive Board Meeting Minutes
April 1, 2009, 11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

MASA, Lansing, Michigan
Present:  Gerri Allen, Alison Arnold, Anita Banach, Diane Bauman, APR, William Coale, Danelle Gittus, APR, Nancy Hawkins, Allison Kaufman, Doug Pratt, Michelle Ready, A’Lynne Robinson, Jennifer Rogers, Kristin Tank, and Chris Whitman (Guest-Conference Committee Tri-Chair)
Absent:  Martin Ackley, Tommy Cameron, Dick Egli, APR, Janet Roberts, APR, Frank Ruggirello, Jr., Tom Vance, Linda Wacyk and Steve Wasko, APR

Diane Bauman, APR, called the meeting to order at 11:33 a.m.
Approval of Minutes 
Danelle Gittus moved to accept the minutes of March 4, 2009.  Doug Pratt seconded.  
Motion passed.
Special Reports
Sue White, MASA/MAISA for Linda Wacyk

· Sue reported that United Dairy would like to sponsor the MSPRA Conference and is prepared to provide $5,000 toward conference costs.  Milk and one other dairy product would need to be served.  The conference committee met prior to the board meeting and agreed to the terms of the sponsorship.

· Honeywell paid the $1,000 sponsorship for the 2008 conference.

Martin Ackley, Michigan Department of Education – No Report, Not Present

Doug Pratt, Michigan Education Association
· The MEA economic stimulus legislation is dead.

· The MEA is dealing with the uncertainty around the economic recovery dollars. 

· The MEA magazine will land in homes very soon.  The 160,000 copies are printed on recycled paper and highlight green initiatives.  
Jennifer Rogers, Michigan Association of School Boards
· MASB had many high quality candidates for their “Director of Superintendent Search” position.  Richard Dunham, former superintendent at Langsburg Schools was selected and will begin on Monday, April 6.  

· MASB is also deciphering the American Revitalization Act of 2009 and the economic recovery dollars associated with it.


Nancy Hawkins, Michigan School Business Officials

· The MSBO Annual Conference and Exhibit Show will be held on April 28 – 30 at Cobo Center in Detroit, Michigan.  The conference brochure was distributed.
· Nancy is working closely with the Michigan Institute of Educational Management (MIEM) on their annual conference.  The conference will address customer service and the theme is “The Power of One”  Nancy will be teaching a class on communications. 
President’s Report – Diane Bauman, APR 

· Margaret Trimmer-Hartley spoke with Diane recently and provided an update on the MiChild project.  Margaret previously asked MSPRA for assistance in surveying teens.  Her organization is working to encourage students to further their educations after graduating from high school.  Now she would like MSPRA’s help in doing a pilot of a social media network designed to spark student interest in further education.  Huron Valley is a pilot school and more may be needed.  MSPRA may ask its members to participate if needed.
· The May MSPRA Board meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m. and last until 3:00 p.m. at the Middle Cities Office Conference Room.  We will be reviewing and updating the MSPRA Strategic Plan. 
· Diane and Danelle will be working on updating information about board member terms. 

President Elect’s Report – Danelle Gittus, APR
· Danelle will continue working on the historian project. 
Treasurer’s Report, Tommy Cameron

· There are no updated budget numbers since the last meeting.
· Diane will check with Linda to determine if February is a realistic deadline each year to expect final revenue and expenditure numbers from the annual conference.

Committee Reports
Professional Growth – (Conference) Tom Vance, Anita Banach, & Chris Whitman 
· Kelly Middleton, co-author of the book “Who Cares” has been selected as the keynote speaker for the conference on November 5 & 6 in Grand Rapids at the Amway Grand Hotel. 

· The MIEM Conference will be held at the same place and time but sessions will be separate.  We will share the costs of the keynote speaker Kelly Middleton and should save money on room and meal costs due to the larger numbers.  

· A “Save-the-Date” post card will go out in April.

· The conference committee met for the second time today.  They will be making some changes including scheduling time for participants to check out of hotel rooms, moving the lightening rounds segment to Thursday afternoon that will roll into a dinner event, and providing the keynote on Friday morning and closing Friday afternoon with the same keynoter.  

· As part of the conference participants will receive Kelly Middleton’s book “Who Cares.”

· The committee asked the board to brainstorm possible topics for the breakouts and pre-conference.  Ideas included:
· The demise of newspapers and what it means to schools
· Social media, legalities, FOIA issues, sample policies

· The power of local broadcast media (www.bestschoolsinmichigan.com) 
· Gray advertising, Yellow journalism
· How do we tell our stories?

· How to deal with blogs and other media in light of no rules of journalism, ethics, 
no balance

· Editorial vs. News.  Is it our responsibility to educate our stakeholders?
· How to help our school boards understand how the media picture is changing

· Importance of advertising policies during this unprecedented time 

· Media Relations

· Colleges offering multi-media journalism degrees
· The conference committee will leave holes in that schedule to fit in late breaking issues.  Send an e-mail to Tom Vance, Anita Banach, or Chris Whitman to suggest other topics.
· Doug Pratt will ask Julielyn Gibbons to hold the conference dates  
 
Professional Growth – (Accreditation) Dick Egli, APR – Not Present, No Report
Membership & Marketing - Jennifer Rogers (MASB) & Nancy Hawkins (MSBO) 
· Calendars were sent out.  Jennifer will check to see if we picked up any new members.
· Next, the committee will target college students.  Six colleges and universities are in close proximity to the Grand Rapids conference locations.  The student chapter of PRSA could present a break-out at the conference
· There should be a student rate for membership and/or the conference registration fee. 

· Danelle will provide Jennifer with a listing of student organizations and contacts.
Awards & Recognition – Alison Arnold
· 2009 Communications Contest Flier completed.  They will be mailed from the MASA/MAISA Office as soon as possible.
· Illinois is using online judging for its awards and is creating  a survey instrument for rating and compiling ratings.
· We may exchange 2 – 4 members to judge work online.  Danelle and Diane are willing to do this.
· Alison will learn more about the logistics, ratings, and consistency
· The MSPRA judging will take place the day prior to the retreat.

· The entries will be organized and catalogued in the MASA/MAISA office.  
 
Outreach – Frank Ruggirello, Jr. – No Report , Not Present
Issues Management - Gerri Allen 

· All day Kindergarten.  The State is delaying this requirement until 2013.  
Anita Banach created a brochure for parents that may be helpful
MSBO conducted a survey about the financial impact of complying 
Portland Superintendent of Schools created talking points regarding the legislation
· Closing Newspapers

· Media picking up on the work of high school and college student reporters 

· MEAP results will be released tomorrow at 10 a.m.
· The 10th Anniversary of Columbine is on April 20; NSPRA has helpful resources.
· Teenage Depression

· Generation Rx – Prescription Drug Abuse in Teens
· Sexting – Alison has an audio file of an interview on this topic
· People under stress – How do we assist staff who are dealing with spouses losing jobs, the failing economy, etc.  One district is using the services of a retired trauma specialist.
One district sent their free & reduced lunch application and info out again– Alison Arnold will e-mail copies of this resource.  It is helpful for parents to have the application available online.
· The TV news sensationalized stories about food service inspections that involved an open water bottle on the counter or apples and eggs stored to close in the cooler.  
· Detroit Papers now have a 10 minute rule:  If a reporter is in a meeting within 10 minutes they have to update their online report.  There are no such things as deadlines anymore.
· One district uses a service that sends alerts to update folks about sex offenders 

· Closing mental health centers – some residents are going back to school districts

· Tuition Incentive Program – Are there any brochures or other printed materials out there?

· Lottery Billboards
· Economic Recovery Funds
Technology Committee – Michelle Ready 
· Last month a draft of MSPRA Website Content Responsibilities was distributed (see this information on page 6 of these minutes.)  Diane motioned to adopt the document.  Danelle seconded.  Motion passed.  
· The board would like an MSPRA Twitter account that they can all tweet on.  James will secure the @mspra identity.    
· Karen McPhee was nominated for the Bob Grossman NSPRA Award
· James Scofield provided a training on how to update the new MSPRA website (www.mspra.org)
· Anyone can register for the sight, but at this point it is not necessary.  Those who wish to administer the site must register and then James can change the security level and make the person an administrator.

· You may either update the sight yourself or forward all requests for posted information directly to James Scofield at MASA (jscofield@gomasa.org) and cc: Linda Wacyk (lwacyk@gomasa.org).

MSPRA Liaison Report - Linda Wacyk – not present
New Business 

· Inside Michigan Education Podcast ideas were shared.
· In The News will no longer be available. 
· Kristin will ask the ad agency to provide a price for the PR Primer
Diane motioned to adjourn the meeting at 2:38 p.m.   Gerri seconded.  Motion passed.

Next Meeting:  
The next MSPRA Board Meeting will be on May 6, 2009, 9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. at Middle Cities. 

Submitted by Kristin Tank, MSPRA Secretary
MSPRA Website Content Responsibilities
Please forward all requests for posted information directly to James Scofield at MASA

(jscofield@gomasa.org) and cc: Linda Wacyk (lwacyk@gomasa.org).

All Board members:

· Homepage Latest News
· Events> MSPRA Calendar

· Resources

Secretary:

· About Us > Bylaws

· Board Activities> Meeting Minutes

· Board Activities> Board of Directors (or, whomever is the keeper of the board photos)

Membership/Marketing Committee Chair:

· Membership

Conference Committee Chair:

· Events> MSPRA Conference

Professional Growth Committee Chair:

· Jobs Page (actual jobs are posted by individual members)

Awards/Recognition Committee Chair:


· Awards

· Technology Committee Chair:

About Us > Contact Us

· MASA:

· Events> Interagency Calendar
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