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Michigan School Public Relations Association




Board Meeting Minutes
November 12, 2008, 11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.

Kalamazoo, Michigan
Present:  Diane Bauman, APR, Janet Roberts, APR, Gerri Allen, Kristin Tank, Jennifer Rogers, Danelle Gittus, APR, Allison Kaufman, Linda Wacyk, Doug Pratt, Alison Arnold, Dick Egli, APR, Tom Vance, Frank Ruggirello, Jr., Hildy Corbett, Michelle Ready, Tommy Cameron, and Anita Banach

Diane Bauman called the meeting to order at 5:07 p.m.

Approval of Minutes 
Danelle Gittus moved to accept the minutes of the October 1, 2008 MSPRA Board Meeting.  Tom Vance seconded.  Motion passed. 

Special Reports

Martin Ackley, Michigan Department of Education – Not Present, No Report

Jennifer Rogers, Michigan Association of School Boards

· The MASB Fall Conference was very successful with 600 participants. 

· MASB now has a new Executive Director:  Kathy Hayes.

· MASB now has a legislative online advocacy software that makes it easy for members to find and communicate with their legislators.  Jennifer will check to see if this could be made available to those who are not MASB members.
President’s Report – Diane Bauman, APR 

· MSPRA has been invited to be a partner for the Michigan Joint Education Conference on June 24, 2009.  The conference includes folks from each content area (reading, math, science), MACUL etc.  The goal is to tackle education issues through a multi-disciplinary approach in order to work together to improve education.  The MEA is a sponsor and offers an exhibit each year.  Diane will find out more about what the partnership would require. 
President Elect’s Report – Danelle Gittus, APR

· We need to reconsider how MSPRA Memo is produced.  Perhaps it appears in an e-mail with a graphic.  The shorter/simpler the better. 

Treasurer’s Report, Tommy Cameron
· Tommy provided a written report

· Membership dollars are up 33% compared to September last year

· As previously noted and expected, our assets are down 15% from last year, and will likely be down 20% by the end of the year.

· The MSPRA 2008-09 Proposed Budget was presented.  Board members are asked to check their committee specific expenses/revenues in the job detail pages and let Tommy/Linda know if you have questions.

· We expect that the conference will generate more revenue this year due to a cost increase, even if attendance does not increase.  Expenses appear to be lower.

· Come back in December with some energy and ideas to help Frank and the Outreach Committee (or bring other revenue-generating ideas!)

· Gerri Allen moved to accept the September 2008 Budget Report.  Danelle Gittus seconded.  Motion passed.
Committee Reports
Professional Growth – (Conference) Dick Egli, APR

· Attendance at this year’s conference is expected to be exactly even with last year at 103 participants/speakers.  
· We have some great topics and keynote speakers this year.  The pre-conference will be especially good as well.  
· The phone calls to members were very helpful.  Most responded that they could not get away from the office or that they couldn’t spend the money to attend.  
· We will be calling the speed dating sessions “Lighting Round” sessions in the future.
· Diane created a ticket for the event at the mystery place which will also be used as an icebreaker.
· There will be a reception and dinner tonight with past MSPRA Presidents and a reception for all attendees following the mystery trip.  
Professional Growth – (Accreditation) Dick Egli, APR

· Dick is excited to report that there is now a published list of things that must be done in what order for the APR process.
· The first edition of the APR Certification book is out.  It is 150 pages.
Membership & Marketing - Jennifer Rogers (MASB) & Nancy Hawkins (MSBO) -  

No Report
Awards & Recognition – Hildy Corbett
· The change in the entry forms was very beneficial.  We received some really good entries.
Outreach – Frank Ruggirello 

· The member survey is currently available to all members.  Results will be shared at the December meeting.

· Final plans for a drive in training will be made in January.
Issues Management - Gerri Allen – No Report
Technology Committee – Michelle Ready and Dick Egli, APR 

· The member survey is out.

· The template for the new web site has been selected.

· Avoid opening any e-mail from reunion.com.  

· “In the News” is being blocked by some SPAM filters on secondary servers.  This is not something MSPRA can correct.

MSPRA Liaison Report - Linda Wacyk 
· The Battle Creek Conference Center is eager to host a conference in the future.  MASA staff  have been impressed with the facility.

· Linda needs assistance setting up the AV for the conference tomorrow morning.
Continuing Business 

· Dick Egli asked for clarification on whether the first person to be accredited between now and the 2009 conference would receive a fully paid registration (not to include hotel and travel costs) for the 2009 MSPRA Conference.  Danelle moved that the board approve this.  Dick Egli seconded.  Motion passed.  
· Doug Pratt spoke with Margaret Trimmer-Hartley regarding a WIRED grant that will fund the development of online tools to help educators and parents drive students toward college.  The grant is regional and also involves Your Child.  She would like MSPRA to review a survey she has prepared, provided feedback, talk up the results of the survey with the media, and provide college info/post high school info with the Governor’s Office.
Diane Bauman adjourned the meeting at 6:06 p.m. 
Next Meeting:  

December 3, 2008, at MASA in Lansing, Michigan 

Meeting Times

10:00 a.m.  Collaborative Effort:  Creating a Lay-Person’s Budget Guide for Taxpayers

11:00 a.m.  Informal Networking/Lunch

11:30 a.m.  Board Meeting Begins
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